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            Swaledale Mountain Rescue Team


  Mountain and Cave Rescue in Swaledale and Wensleydale


NEWS RELEASE

Two Callouts over the Weekend 

for Swaledale Mountain Rescue Team 

The volunteers of Swaledale Mountain Rescue Team (SMRT) were kept busy this weekend.

On Friday afternoon eight members of the Team were called out to assist a walker with a suspected heart condition on the Pennine way west of Hawes. The casualty was then evacuated from the hill by Air Ambulance.

On Saturday at about 4pm twelve Team members responded when a 60-year-old woman walking the Coast-to-Coast path slipped on the path near Ravenseat and injured her ankle, preventing her from walking further. Her companions raised the alarm and then waited with her until SMRT volunteers arrived and carried her on a stretcher for over a mile to an ambulance waiting on the road to take her to hospital. 

The walkers had been friends since their schooldays and the injured lady was keen to stress that the accident would not put her off walking and that she would continue the Coast-to-Coast challenge next year.

Speaking after the second incident Rescue Leader Roger Swainston said: 

‘This sort of event could happen to anyone and shows how a relatively simple injury can underline the importance of the work of the Team. It also explodes the popular myth that only unprepared, ill equipped or inexperienced people get into trouble in our beautiful countryside.

The casualty and her companions did everything right but Swaledale Mountain Rescue Team was still vital in order to get her to safety. We were also grateful for the support we received from the Kirby Stephen Team.’
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